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Shirley Neighbourhood Care Scheme 
c/o West Wickham & Shirley Baptist Church 

Wickham Road, Shirley, Croydon CR0 8EH 

Email:  info@shirleyneighbourhoodcare.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/ShirleyNeighbourhoodCare 
www.shirleyneighbourhoodcare.co.uk 

Registered charity No 1137581 
 
 

020 8662 9599     

 

SNC is part-funded by 
 Churches Together in Shirley and Croydon Council.  

Shirley Neighbourhood Care is a local charity helping older 
residents to live independently and combat loneliness through 

a range of services  

 

SUMMER 2022 NEWSLETTER 

 

In April we distributed 200 Easter gift 
bags to our elderly clients.  The bags 
were sponsored by the new Signature 
Care Home in Beckenham and each bag 
contained a Cadbury Easter egg, a plant 
from local florist Wild and Wonderful 
Blooms and hand made Easter cards 
from local schoolchildren.  We worked 
with local Rotarians, the Shirley 
Townswomen’s Guilds and our regular 
volunteers to pack and distribute the 
bags.  

http://www.facebook.com/ShirleyNeighbourhoodCare/
http://www.shirleyneighbourhoodcare.co.uk
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Thank you to everyone who helped 
including all of our regular volunteers 
and the Churches Together in Shirley.   

…………………………… 
We have a Summer full of activities and 
outings planned and our upcoming 
events are usually very popular.  We 
recommend reserving your space as soon 
as possible.  

SNCS Chairman, Jonathan Baxter and 
volunteers Maggy Flook and Fran Byard 
ready to distribute Easter gift bags. 
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Booking lines for outings and 
movies open on Monday 
6 June at 10am. 
 

MOVIE MATINEES  
Our film club takes place at Shirley 
Methodist Church on Eldon Avenue 
where you can enjoy top-rated movies in 
the lounge with comfortable chairs and a 
big screen.  The price of £5 includes 
refreshments.  We aren’t allowed to 
publicise which film is scheduled to be 
shown, but we can tell you over the 
phone.  Let the SNC office know if you 
need transport when you book—a 
return fare will cost £5.  Remember the 
Church is near a bus stop for those who 
can travel independently.  Movie 
matinees will be held on: 

Friday 8 July,  
Friday 9 September 
Doors open at 2pm and the film starts 
promptly at 2.30pm.  If you have family 
living locally, let them know that we 
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show films in the evening for the local 
community. Evening performances cost 
£6 and need to be booked in advance.  
Apply by email to:  
sncs@shirleyneighbourhoodcare.co.uk 
to be added to the movie nights evening 
film club mailing list. 
 

OTHER ACTIVITIES: 
 

BINGO! 
We will be running two afternoon BINGO 
sessions here at West Wickham & Shirley 
Baptist Church: 
Wednesday 29 June  
Wednesday 24 August 
Doors will open at 2pm and BINGO will 
start at 2.30pm.  The session will finish at 
4pm.  If you are registered for Dial A 
Ride, we recommend booking a bus to 
bring you for free and collect you from 
the Church.  Tea, cakes & biscuits will be 
served and the admission price for a 
Bingo afternoon is £4 per person—
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preferably paid by bank card.  If you 
need a driver to pick you up, the charge 
will be £5. 
 

The Wilderness: 
The Wilderness gardens are situated 
behind Hall Grange Nursing Home on 
Shirley Church Road.  We are organising 
two afternoon teas in the gardens at 
2pm on Friday 24 June and Wednesday 
7 September—subject to the weather.  
The price for the visit and afternoon tea 
is £5 and an additional £5 if you need 
transport.  You may also make a 
donation to the Wilderness if you wish 
on the day. 
 

A Day at the Seaside: 
We hope to organise a day at the seaside 
on Tuesday 5 July when we will be 
making a trip to Hastings in a minibus.  
The price will be £30 for the transport 
and approximately £15 for a fish and 
chip lunch. (Drinks extra).  You would 
need to be ready to be picked up from 
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9am in the morning and may not be 
home until 7pm in the evening. We hope 
to be able to make a comfort break half 
way to Hastings to give the opportunity 
to use public lavatories.  This excursion 
would only be suitable for those who are 
independently mobile.  If you are 
interested, please make contact with the 
SNC Office as soon as possible after 
6 June and definitely before 10 June on 
020 8662 9599 as we will need to assess 
if we have enough interest to run the 
trip. 
 

Polhill Garden Centre: 
We have decided to focus on visits to 
Polhill Garden Centre in future and have 
dropped Woodcote from our schedule 
due to lack of interest.  We are planning 
trips to Polhill on 
Wednesday 13 July 
Wednesday 21 September 
Polhill is about 25 minutes drive away.  
The trip offers an opportunity for 
shopping and tea and cake in the 



7 

restaurant.  You will be picked up from 
home between 12.30pm and 1.30pm. We 
arrive at Polhill at about 2pm and we 
shop for just under an hour.  We all 
assemble in the restaurant at 3pm for tea 
and cake and start the journey home at 
4pm. The fare for the journey will be £10 
and you will need money for shopping 
and tea.  You should be home no later 
than 5.30pm  Unfortunately we cannot 
take wheelchairs on outings to garden 
centres. 
 

Toby Carvery at Eden Park: 
Come and enjoy the carvery where a 
main course starts at £7.99 per head.  We 
are planning visits on 
Wednesday 27 July  
Tuesday 27 September 
There is a 194 bus stop outside for those 
who wish to travel independently or 
alternatively we can arrange transport at 
£5 per passenger.  If you drive yourself, 
the Toby has a car park but you will need 
to ensure your registration is logged on 
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the Toby restaurant computer which is 
located by the check-in desk. 
 
SNC Services 
 
Lunch Club 
Our lunch clubs run on Mondays and 
Thursdays at West Wickham and Shirley 
Baptist Church on Wickham Road at the 
Monks Orchard junction.  Lunch is 
cooked by our resident chef, Tania, who 
provides a delicious and nutritious two-
course hot meal. The price is £8.  Just to 
tantalise your taste buds, lunch menu 
examples include Roast Beef and 
Yorkshire Pudding, Roast Lamb, Chicken 
and Tarragon, Cottage Pie. Puddings vary 
from hot crumbles and custard to Mini 
Pavlova or Arctic Roll.  Places need to be 
booked in advance and confirmed or 
cancelled no later than midday two 
working days prior to lunch club. 
(Thursday for the following Monday and 
Tuesday for Thursday). Late cancellations 
may incur a full charge if we cannot re-
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book your place. Our lunch clubs are run 
with the help of a wonderful team of 
volunteers who give up their time to help 
serve lunch. 
If you  require transport to lunch club we 
recommend registering for a free service 
offered by Transport for London, Dial A 
Ride, which may be available if you meet 
their criteria.  Telephone 0343 222 7777 
to find out if you qualify for the service or 
check out their website by googling TfL 
Dial A Ride. If you would like to join 
Monday or Thursday lunch club, call the 
SNC Office on 0208 662 9599 
 

Shopping Bus: 
We provide a weekly shopping bus to 
different supermarkets on alternate 
weeks:  Sainsburys at West Wickham 
(Tuesday mornings) and Tesco’s at Elmers 
End (Wednesday afternoons).  There is no 
café at Sainsburys but there is an 
opportunity for a cuppa and chat at Tesco 
after shopping. A minibus picks you up 
and returns you home. An escort helps 
with your bags. If you would like to come 
shopping then just phone 0208 662 9599 
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to book a regular place. We charge £7 per 
person for the return trip.   
 

Medical appointment transport:  
We have a team of volunteer drivers who 
give their time freely to take you to and 
bring you home from any local medical 
appointment including GP surgeries, 
hospitals, podiatrists, dentists, opticians 
etc. in Croydon or Bromley.  It’s helpful to 
provide us with a week’s notice or more 
to find a driver but we will try to help 
with short notice appointments.  Clients 
often like to give a small donation for the 
travel and they ask for advice on what to 
donate. The recommended amounts are:  
• A local drive within Shirley or West 

Wickham £4. 
• Croydon University Hospital, 

Beckenham Beacon and Purley 
Hospitals—£6 each way. 

• Princess Royal Hospital—£7 each way 
• Orpington Hospital £8 each way. 
 
These donations are given to the driver 
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who passes them on to Shirley 
Neighbourhood Care.  We are very 
grateful as the money helps us to 
continue to provide this service.  If you 
have a blue badge, remember to bring it 
with you so that the driver can ensure 
you can be dropped close to your 
destination. Please note that all parking 
charges need to be paid for by the client 
and disabled parking spaces at hospitals 
may incur a fee. 
 
NHS Vaccination appointments: 
Are you up to date with your COVID 
vaccinations?  Do you need any help to 
book an appointment?  We recognise 
that arranging the date can be a 
challenge and are here to help.  If you 
need to book an NHS vaccination 
appointment, call the SNC office and we 
will book it online for you.  The nearest 
location is the Addiscombe Pharmacy in 
Lower Addiscombe Road.  We can also 
provide medical appointment transport  
to take you to and bring you home from 
the vaccination centre.   
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Payments to SNC:  
We need to reduce the amount of cash 
we hold and have introduced a credit/
debit card payment system for lunch club, 
film club, shopping bus and outings. Card 
payments are now our preferred method. 
Cheques and online banking can also be 
accepted.  Cash will still be taken if there 
is no alternative and cash is preferred for 
medical drive donations. 
 

Shirley Library on Wickham Road has 
amended the opening hours and you can 
now visit the library on  Wednesdays and 
Fridays from 10am until 6pm. 
 

Croydon Hearing Resource is running 
clinics at Shirley Methodist Church.  CHR is 
not able to accept walk-ins and you must 
make an appointment by calling 020 8686 
0049 and leaving a message.  The clinic 
does not run on a specific monthly date 
any more and does not run every month. 
 


